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NAPE ( National Association for Primary Education) is a charity for the promotion of
the education of children from birth to 13 years of age. We are a membership
association open to anyone interested in and concerned with education. Those of us
who work for NAPE do so on a voluntary basis. We develop partnerships with other
associations, lobby government and provide consultation, function as a lead
authority on primary education, publish press releases, media statements and
position papers and publish a highly regarded education journal — Primary First.



• Children’s progress in the later years is dependent on the qu ality and strength of their early
learning and experiences

• Consideration should be given to the developmental stage of each child
• Primary children are living in a never-to-be-repeated time , not simply preparing for the future
• Parental partnerships are essential
• Respect for, and trust in, the teaching profession is essent ial
• High standards of achievement across the curriculum can be a chieved through a child-

centred, thematic curriculum

Beliefs



Our beliefs in the way that children learn and 
progress are in sharp contrast to the UK 
Government and expectations put on our 

schools and teachers



UK Curriculum
• National Curriculum set by Government department
• Knowledge - based
• Statutory guidance provided for: Mathematics, English, Science, Computing, Design & 

Technology, PE, History, Geography, a modern Foreign language, Music, Art
• Non statutory guidance provided for Religious Education
• Non statutory: Citizenship and PSHE ( personal, social, health and economic education)
• This is a “minimum curriculum” - schools can supplement with a school curriculum 

relevant to their setting and the needs of their school community



• No expectation for European Competencies to be taught
• Schools we work with feel many of the competencies are embedded in their ethos and curriculum
• Each school addressed the competencies in different ways e.g:

• Motivational talks, posters and assemblies.
• PSHE (Personal, Social & Health Education)
• Purple Learning - “There are no such thing as mistakes, only lessons”
• Values - based Education - an approach to teaching that works with values . It creates a strong learning

environment that enhances academic achievement and develops students' social and relationship skills that
throughout their lives.



www.valuesbasededucation.com

www.purplelearning.ie

www.pshe-association.org.uk



•Government imposed high stakes testing e.g. Phonics testing at 6 years, SATS 

(Standard Assessment Tests) at 11 years 

•Base-line testing in reception class

•Accountability - results used to hold schools accountable

•A move from attainment to progress measured against previous ‘snap shot’ 

results of mathematics and English

•Measurement rather than assessment of learning or of the whole child

•Testing Drives and impacts upon the Curriculum

•Inhibits creativity and autonomy of teachers

•Does not cater for the needs of children or inform future planning for their needs 

•Pressure from Government

•Parent Groups forming to lobby for change 

Assessment…………? 



• UK schools focussed on assessing development of competencies of children on educational visits
• The project which took children out of the classroom was undertaken at a time when there were 

constraints due to government pressure for the results of national testing
• Outcome — teachers were challenged to move away from government imposed knowledge based

assessment through testing. The professional requirement was to assess through observation
• Outcome — teachers recognised that children grew in confidence and this had positive outcomes on 

their academic performance, ability to learn and behaviour

The Project



We are hopeful…..

- that the tide is turning in England and that involvement in such projects with our European Cousins will support our
approach.
- that schools and other movements in the UK, who oppose the Government’s stance on education and assessment
will recognise the findings of this project and investigate further the idea of a more relevant way of evaluating learning
which supports the child and values competencies.



In a good (primary) school we might

expect to find:

• that the school conceives of primary
education, not as a preparation for

something to follow, but as a fulfilment
of a stage of development.

• that the school seeks to fulfil this

achievement, not by securing certain
standards of attainment, but by

providing in abundance such
experience and activities as will

enable all the children to develop to
the full at each phase of growth.

Christian Schiller. 1967


